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Greetings students, faculty, and staff of Concordia University, St. Paul, 
I want to take this opportunity to say that the Sword is always look­
ing for more writers. With a larger staff, the newspaper can continue to 
become more and more efficient. I know a lot of people decide they don't 
want to because they think it is too much of a commitment. The amount of 
time that someone puts in is determined by the individual. 
I am extending an invitation to anyone interested to come to our 
meetings and check out what we are up to. If you have any questions at all, 
feel free to email me. 
Jumping around a bit, I also want to talk about a student fundraising 
group here on campus. The group is raising money to build a well for a com­
munity that lacks access to clean water and is planning several awareness 
events on campus. The group is striving to involve the Concordia conmiu-
nity as a whole. For more information 
on the group and upcoming events, go 
online and "Like" their Facebook group 
page titled Compassion+Action. 
Speaking on behalf of the entire Sword 
staff, 
Stephen Lybeck 
Editor-in-Chief, The Sword 
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Remember GVP: General Vang Pao 
December 8, 1929- Jatiuary 6,2011 
By Tia Yang 
There have been tons of papers printed on the funeral of General 
Vang Pao, a former leader of the Hmong people, but it is nothing like 
being there. The funeral was broadcasted live on Hmong Satellite TV all 
over the world. Many people watched the broadcast from their own home 
either on television if they have Hmong Satellite or on the internet at www. 
hmongsatillitetv.com, while others watched it with other people in halls 
such as the Lao Family Association located on University Avenue. 
The funeral was very emotional from the start to the finish. The 
Fresno Convention Hall located in downtown Fresno, California was 
decorated with white curtains and a 
variety of organized white flowers to 
symbolize purity, loyalty, and peace 
for the funeral of General Vang Pao 
from February 4th to the 9th. The 
seating capacity of the hall is 11, 300; 
however, it was reorganized to fit over 
30,000 mourners from all over the 
world. 
Vang was born on December 
8, 1929 in Xiangkhouang Province, 
Laos. Like many other Hmong 
families, Vang and his family farmed 
on the hillside for a living. Vang 
was fortunate to attend school at a 
young age. At the age of thirteen, 
he witnessed an event that led him to 
a lifelong dedication in helping the 
Hmong people. 
In 1945, he took the 
opportunity to work as an interpreter 
and messenger for the French troops 
during WWII. Back then, Laos was 
a French colony. In 1952, Vang 
graduated at the top of his class in 
tactics and strategies. He served in the 
Royal Lao Army. Later, he pledged 
to help the United States achieve 
three goals: stop the flow of the 
North Vietnamese troops and supply 
through the Ho Chi Minh Trial into 
Laos, rescue American pilot that were 
shot down, and protect the US Air 
Force Navigation Radar in Phou Pha 
Thi. 
In 1975, the Vietnamese 
conquered LaOi^ causing the United 
States along with France and Japan 
to pull out. General Vang Pao and 
his family along with his military officers and their families fled to the 
United States leaving the lives of many Hmong people in the hands of the 
communists. Those Hmong people &at made it to the refugee camps in 
Thailand were given the opportunity to start their new lives in America, 
Canada, France, or Australia. Many people chose to come to America to 
follow their leader. General Vang Pao. 
In the United States, General Vang Pao remained a legendary leader 
to the Hmong community. Vang was highly respected by the majority. He 
founded the first Hmong-Lao non-profit organization known as the Lao 
Family Community in California. The Lao Family Community branched 
out across the United States where Hmong people resided to service them 
in the new world. He continued to be active in Veterans affairs. 
On June 4, 2007, Vang and 11 others were arrested and charged 
with the plot to conquered Laos. It was claimed that Vang and his men 
to overthrow the government of Laos. Despite of the controversy, Vang 
remained a respectable leader in the Hmong community as thousands of 
Hmong rallied for his release across the United States such as California, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan. On September 18, 2009, the charge 
against General Vang Pao was dropped due to insufficient evidence. The 
charges for the other twelve people were dropped shortiy after his death. U. 
S. Attorney Benjamin B. Wagner said during a press released, "... .1 believed 
the case was investigated and prosecuted properly and professionally." 
General Vang Pao passed away on January 8, 2011 around 5:36 
PM due to heart failure and a battie with phenomena at Clovis Hospital 
in Clovis, California. He is survived 
by two ex-wives, twenty-five children 
not including those that he adopted 
and raised like his own, sixty-eight 
grandchildren, and seventeen great­
grandchildren. 
Thousands of mourners of 
all ages flew into Fresno to pay their 
final respects to their beloved leaders. 
Many people left their work, school, 
and family to spend six days in Fresno 
to witness a very historical moment 
for the Hmong people. On Friday, 
February 4,2011 at 11:00 AM (CT), the 
body of General Vang Pao rolled into 
M Street on a horse-drawn carriage led 
by a Scottish bagpipers and different 
groups of military soldiers. Hmong 
people dressed in traditional clothing 
lined up one side of the street while 
others lined up on the other side of the 
street. Vang's former military officers 
carried his casket into the conventional 
hall followed by his immediate family 
members. The six days funeral service 
consisted of traditional practices of 
guiding the soul to heaven and an 
open casket for viewers to pay their 
final respects. The hall was opened 24 
hours for visitors. There were buffet 
tables with dishes made from the cows 
that were slaughtered for the general. 
In Hmong custom, it is believed 
that the soul is on a long journey to 
reincarnation and needs clothing, 
. money, and animals to start his/her 
photos by Tia Vang neW life. 
Many people watched the broadcast from their own home either on television if they The emotional funeral was 
have Hmong Satellite or on the internet at www.hmongsatillitetv.com six days long. On the first day of the 
funeral, the atmosphere of the hall was happy as people reunited with their 
families and friends from different part of the world as they anxiously waited 
to see the body of the general. The second day was emotional as this was 
the first day of viewing. The line to see the body of the general was long and 
tearful. On the third day, the atmosphere shifted into tears as people have to 
return to their home on Sunday evening. 
The original plan was to have General Vang Pao bury in Arlington 
National Cemetery along with other great military heroes. However, things 
did not work out as planned. His burial request was denied by the Obama 
Administrations which disappointed many people. General Vang Pao is 
buried at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Glendale, California. 
Will someone else rise up to replace General Vang Pao? Do the Hmong 
people need a leader? These are the questions that ponder the minds of many. 
were ready to deliver $9.8 millions of dollars worth of weapons oversea 
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By Levi Gribbon 
This September, English 
Professor Matt Ryan has a book coming 
out titled Read This or You're Sead to Me. 
The book is a collection of Professor Ryan's 
prose poems which £ire by his definition, 
"surreal and absurd." Professor Ryan said 
that when he, "puts a pen to paper," his 
intent is to "have a good time." 
Professor Ryan offered some 
words of advice for aspiring writers. 
He said that, "all writers first have to 
understand it is a long road. It is a craft 
that you have to leam and study and you 
have to do it. You have to write and keep 
writing and revising. The other important 
thing is you have to read. You can learn so 
much from reading. Read a lot and read 
slowly and figure out how this writer did 
what he did." 
Professor Ryan also has recently 
started his own poetry press company 
called Lowbrow Press. Professor Ryan 
said his intention was to "Help those who 
needed a book out. To help poets who 
were worthy of getting a book published." 
He said that with new printing technology 
it, "was economically feasible. In the 
past you would have to buy a minimum 
of 1000 books in advance but now with 
print on demand you can sell a book on 
Amazon.com and they don't print it until 
they order it. It sustains itself." 
Professor Ryan encourages young 
writers to try and find out who you are as a 
writer. He says, "What is important is that 
we are writing words. Don't get caught up 
in the classification that is why I like the 
prose poem. It doesn't really fit in one. It 
is important for people who want to go 
into creative writing to try all genres and 
see what comes natural." 
He also encouraged submissions, 
"Duotropes.com is a base of literary 
journals you can submit to. One thing 
to keep in mind you will Eilways get 
rejections. There is no escaping that." If 
you are interested in learning more about 
creative writing but cannot take a class 
due to scheduling conflicts. Professor 
Ry2in suggested summer classes or to send 
him an email to schedule a time to see 
him. 
"What is Important is that we are writing words. Don't get caught up in the 
classification, that is why I like the prose poem," said Professor Mat Ryan. 
Bystander Training Event Held at Concordia 
Promoting Human Dignity works to end all domestic violence 
By Latashia White 
On Friday February 11,2011 Concordia University held a Bystander Training Event 
in LTC 218. This event was held to help prevent violence on campus and train students how 
to intervene appropriately when harm is occurring . 
The event was led by three experts: Ed Heisler, Rachelle Jensen, and Chuck Deny 
who shared information with the group. The six hour training session started with ice breakers 
and questions to kick things off. The students got hands on information on how domestic 
violence could start. Heisler said, "For this particular presentation, we will be focusing on 
men abusing women; even though it can go either way." 
The students learned that when in some sort of abusive relationship, the abuser is 
trying to create a perfect "structure." They will use different tactics so that the "structure" 
does not lose its shape and keeps the victim in a certain position. The experts gave stories of 
their experiences with people who have been through this and how they helped them along 
the way. 
The group also looked at the way that men and women are portrayed in our society. 
The group had a very long discussion on how this shapes our perception of gender and also 
how it can shape how we treat genders. 
After this intense discussion the students were served Chinese food for dinner and 
then went right back to work after their break. For the remainder of the training session the 
students partook in simulations of different scenarios. 
The students then talked about how they would assess the situation and why they 
would take the plan of action. The experts helped them determine if their plan of action was 
the right way to assess the situation and why they should assess it in that way. 
The night ended with news of different events that the students could get involved 
in to help promote more awareness. "I learned specific red flags of a 
situation that can be a potential threat and techniques to help assist in 
the situation," said Meghan Lacek. "the training opened my eyes to the 
magnitude of the problem and also provided concrete tools on how to 
make a difference," said Kelly Matthias. 
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International Service Trip: Students provide support at orphanages in Jamaica 
By Stephen Lybeck 
dia stxidents and the 
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Stanzyk, local, Rachel Vrudny, Sara Peterson, Kelly Matthias-Front-
Amanda Jacobsen, Nicole Decker, Megan Kurtz, Sarah Siems, Stephen 
Lybeck. 
Jamaican kids made crafts, acted out skits, and played many games including 
a water balloon contest. Some of the kids worked on various maintenance and 
construction projects with the Concordia students as well. "It was great to see 
how excited the kids were to help us work," said service student Megan Kurtz. 
Some of the projects the children helped with included hauling empty buckets 
for transplanting gravel and painting. 
Most of the children in these homes came from unhealthy and/or vari­
ous abusive environments. The group played with the children in an effort to 
teach them more about God, and to create an opportunity for the kids to simply 
enjoy themselves. Executive director of Robin's Nest—Joyel Wiley—stated that 
adoption in Jamaica is about a two-year process. Therefore, some children can 
remain in the system for years or until they turn eighteen years-old. 
Other than the two orphanages, the service group also spent an after­
noon painting and pouring cement at the Jamaica Christian School for the Deaf 
(JCSD), and also attended Westhaven Children's Home for the mentally and 
physically disabled. 
At Westhaven, the group played tunes on an acoustic guitar while singing 
Over Spring Break, nine Concordia students went to Jamaica on a service trip 
through the university's CALL Center. The group worked with multiple orphanages 
and organizations in Montego Bay while exploring and learning about the culture. 
"We experienced things that you would never learn from a textbook," said service 
trip student Meghan Lacek. 
The first orphanage the group served at—^Blossom Gardens—^was government 
ran and located in the urban area of Montego Bay. The facility was understaffed, yet 
all the employees were clearly doing outstanding work as it was hard to find a child 
that was not smiling. One caretaker at the orphanage was responsible for over four­
teen children under the age of 1. Student Amanda Jacobsen said, "I was surprised 
at their efficiency.. .it was awesome yet heart-breaking." 
The group spent the majority of its service trip at the private Christian orphan­
age called Robin's Nest. Located on top of Salter's Hill, the children's home was set 
apart from urban portion of Montego Bay. They did not lack in facilities as they had 
a playground and even a swimming pool for the kids to enjoy. 
With Ash Wednesday being a national holiday in Jamaica, the kids did not 
have school and were available for the entire time the service group was there. During 
daylight, the Concor-
Emily Stanzyk plays guitar for Robin's Nest boys. 
Photo By Emily Stamyk 
with the children. "Everyone was so happy to see us," said service student leader 
Nicole Decker. "It was difficult, but you really knew you were making a difference," Decker added. 
During the group's free time, they went snorkeling, drove through Fern 
Gully, and climbed Dunn River Falls in Ocho Rios. The group also swam in a 
bay east of Falmouth where, at night, the water glowed around you. "It was 
surreal...something you really have to experience!" said service student Sara 
Peterson. 
From the very beginning, the service trip faced adversity. Origi­
nally set in March of 2010, the trip was initially supposed to go to Haiti. Due 
to the health issue of cholera, the trip was relocated to the Dominican Repub­
lic before the change to Jamaica was finalized during the end of January 2011. 
"It was exciting to finally have a spot set," said group leader Emily Stanzyk. 
Kelly Mathias, director of the CALL Center, said, "I was truly impressed with 
the flexibility of the students and the willingness to serve wherever we were 
needed." 
Photo By Emily Stamyk 
Megan Kurtz and Rachel Vrudny sitting with kids during outdoor church service. 
ARTS & VARIETY 
Concordia Poetry Contest Produces Great Work 
Bri Traquair and Jeffery Williams take home the first place prizes 
3t'i JVet the Stea££^  
Coet Stecipmcai 
JCiad 
By Bri Traquair 
I spend my life in plastic and pockets. 
I drown in suds and agitated water. 
I melt in the sunshine 
But I don't forget about you. 
I fight your frostbite 
And soothe your nervous habits. 
I leave imprints of your presence^ 
There are memories of you every­
where. 
And when you press me to your lipSj 
Then your  l ips  to  hiSj  
This is the closest I'll ever get 
To love. 
An excerpt from Chimneyville 
By Jeffery Williams 
Hynton Heights had seen its better days. 
The manor house, with Its eight fireplaces that kept the occupants warm during 
the cool nights of the autumn and winter months, was built in 1810 from dark pink bricks 
that were baked in a kiln on the plantation, with clay that was hand-dredged from the 
riverbed. The first floor portico, decorated with eight white marble columns capped 
with scroll-like Ionic capitals above each shaft, each sustained by bas relief frieze 
panels above the cornice that depicted battle scenes from the Old Testament, and the 
words "Hynton — James 1:12" etched into the lintel, gave visitors the impression that 
they were standing on holy ground. 
Oak Alley, a rutted road that passed through rows of majestic oak trees cov­
ered with thick strands of Spanish moss that hung down like a spider's web, served as 
the main boulevard through the property. It began in the valley at a small blacksmith's 
workshop just inside the compound near State Road, wound past numerous small build­
ings that once were part of a thriving community, until it reached its apex at the manor 
house on the top of Harp Hill. Next to the manor was a small road that led past the 
kitchen, smokehouse, salthouse and greenhouse to a much larger complex near Thorn-
berry Pond that contained a one-room school house, coach house, small stone church, 
and cemetery before terminating at edge of the tobacco and cotton fields. 
Draft horses, oxen and mules were prevalent here, along with sheep, hogs, 
turkeys, chickens and cattle. All served specific functions to keep the people fed and 
clothed, crops fertilized and the fields tilled. 
Funk City Music Review: The Hold Steady 
Twin Cities Roots Drive Band to Success 
By Sam Campbell 
Craig Finn is not the best singer, but he doesn't have to be. As he strenuously shouts his lyrics into the mi­
crophone, he directs a story. These stories include familiar places throughout the Twin Cities. Whether it be a drug 
deal in a Rainbow Foods parking lot, drinking underneath a Minneapolis bridge, or to mainy stimulant drugs at his 
high school dance, Firm's rock n' roll lifestyle is weaved into many of his songs. However, the band backs it up—they 
rock. 
Finn may be one of our generation's greatest song writers. The bands 2005 album. Separation Sunday, fol­
lows a chiiracter named Holly. Throughout the album. Holly tries to search for a place for rock-n-roll in Catholicism. 
Plenty of drugs and a metaphorical resurrection make it a wild ride. It is concepts like this that make The Hold 
Steady such an interesting band. 
Film is backed by a very talented Tad Kubler on lead guitar. Galen Polivka provides licks on bass and, imtil 
he left the bemd in 2010, Franz Nicolay played a unique rock organ, hiirmonica, and sometimes accordion. The 
diversity of The Hold Steady is prevadent. They are a band that can shake the venue with any of their songs. 
There work hasn't gone unnoticed. The bamd's 2006 album Boys and Girls in America (a Jack Kerouac refer­
ence) was ranked 8th on Rolling Stone Magazine's "Best Albums of 2006" list. Since then Stay Positive (2008), and 
Heaven is Whenever (2010) have also seen a fantastic acceptance by fans. 
As the Hold Steady press on, they keep showing us that rock-n-roll is not dead and if it ever dies, then they will be 
dead too. 
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One tiny pill can give you the world 
By C. Cody Wilcoxson 
From the mind of director Neil Burger, director of the 2006 movie The 
Illusionist, comes the action thriller Limitless. Burger's film is an adaptation of the 
2001 novel The Dark Fields by Alon Glynn. Limitless plays on the human desire 
to be capable of anything. 
Limitless centers around Eddie Morra played by Bradley Cooper, best 
known as Phil in the 2009 comedy The Hangover. Morra is an unemployed writer 
who is living off a book deal advance ond not capable of writing a word. After 
his girlfriend Lindy (Abbie Cornish) leaves him and he can see no hope, he is 
introduced to an experimental miracle drug, NZT. With nothing left to lose he 
takes the pill and suddenly finds himself capable of remembering everything he 
has ever seen, read, or heard. In four days he writes his entire novel, blowing 
away his editor. He realizes his potential and storts to explore the possibilities 
his new found intelligence can offer him. , 
Burger and cinematographer Jo Willems developed a unique way of 
filming the drug-induced genius scenes by using light, fast motion, and new cam­
era shots to display the effects of this miracle drug. The use of fish-eye shots, 
while technically advanced, almost gove the viewer a headache. The special 
effects in a movie of this concept had the potential to do impressive things, but 
Burger and Willems failed to explore all of the possibilities. 
While the concept immediately draws attention to the film, who wouldn't 
want to be able to access all aspects of your brain at the same time? The film 
could have done so much with this concept and failed to do so. While Morra 
used his new found intelligence to make money and gain status in the world, he 
did not indulge in the fantasy-type actions that everyone imagines doing if they 
had this type of mental ability. In my opinion, having Morra do more frivolous 
things would have brought more credence to the concept of fulfilling one of the 
basic human desires. 
The film did provide star magnetism as Cooper, who has appeared in 
several box office hits of late, played counterpart to Academy Award winner 
Robert De Niro, who shines as villain business mogul Carl Van Loon. The backr 
and-forth between Morra and Van Loon intensifies as the stash of miracle pills 
starts to dwindle. 
The action scenes did ^et the viewers blood pumping as Morra cheats 
death on more than one occasion as he escapes multiple assassination attempts. 
But be prepared for a gross out moment in one of the final action scenes as 
Morra stoops to low levels to ingest the NZT drug. 
In the end, the best thing about Limitless was the concept of unlimited 
intelligence and opportunity that it brings up. The film will inevitably cause view­
ers to Imagine their own life if they had a supply of the NZT drug. Morra goes 
from grungy and unemployed to ultra-suave and super rich, the dream of al­
most every underachieving American. 
Limitless, with its fantastic corrcept and advanced technology, could have 
truly been limitless in its action film brilliance, but in the end it under-achieved. 
•Miiii W11 
Hall Pass Gets Detention 
Run of the mill comedy is nothing special 
By Levi Gribbon 
Hall Pass is a comedy film starring Owen Wilson, Jason 
Sudeikis, Jenna Fischer, and Christina Applegate. The movie's 
basic plot is that two married men (Wilson and Sudeikis) get 
consent from their wives (Fischer and Applegate) to attempt 
to get laid after horribly embarrassing themselves and bringing 
shame upon their families. Fischer £ind Applegate rationalize 
that giving their husbands a week off of marriage will some­
how fix everything and that they do not even have to worry 
because there is no way that Wilson and Sudeikis will be able 
to successfrilly seduce any woman. 
Ridiculous plots that ensure wacky shenanigans aside, 
Hall Pass ends up being a mediocre comedy with a few out-
and hilarious • 
''Hall Pass derives most 
of its humor from shock 
value and short unex­
pected scenes,' f f  
rageous 
highlights. This is not 
a movie with satisfying 
character development 
or a deep and intri­
cate plot. It is a typical 
comedy and as expect­
ed has the whole, "he 
really does love his family" moment from a movie about men 
who are not happy in their marriages. There were definitely 
slow moments throughout the movie in between the next hu­
morous scene and the last but there were plenty of laugh-out-
loud moments. 
Hall Pass derives most of its humor from shock value and 
short unexpected scenes. If you are one to easily be grossed 
out or do not want to see the male genitalia during your movie 
experience, then this is not the movie for you. I would not rec­
ommend going to the theatre to specifically spend money on 
this movie and watch it, but if you just so happen to be going 
to the theatre with no specific movie in mind, why not give it a 
shot? Hall Pass does nothing special or different to stand out in a 
market saturated in comedy films; it does not do anything par­
ticularly wrong either. Hall Pass opened Friday, February 25th. 
Global Faod, Fashion, and Awards Celebration 
Metropolitan State University to host first annual event 
By Savannah Nolen 
At the Midtown Global Market, 920 East Lake Street in Minne­
apolis, Metropolitan State University will be hosting the first annual Global 
Food, Fashion, and Awards Celebration on Sunday, April 10. Between the 
hours of 12-3 p.m., the event will be recognizing and celebrating diveristy 
initiatives across the MSU community. 
Acting as host of the ceremonies will be Sarah Colvin, MNFash-
ion. She brings extensive background to the orgimization of fashion shows 
through managing and producing this special event. 
Admission is fi-ee to the event and will feature the Spring 2011 Global 
Fashion Show as well as a presentation of awards by the university's Anti-
Racism Leadership Task Force. 
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Rango Rides Rough: Johnny Depp stars in Gawky Animated Western 
By Stephen Lybeck 
This spring, director Gore Verbinski {Pirates of the Caribbean, The Ring) ex­
pands into the animated realm with Rango—^the story of a domesticated 
lizard (Johnny Depp) that is forced to adapt to the climate and crea­
tures of the Mojave Desert while discovering who he is. 
After being stranded in the arid region, the awk­
ward reptile comes across a Wild West town called Dirt. 
A few accidental acts of bravery give the clumsy cha­
meleon prestige. Due to these heroics, the Mayor 
(Ned Beatty) appoints the lizard sherrifiF and assigns 
him the task of figuring out where the water sup­
ply has gone. 
Rango is aided by town-creatures and fel­
low lizard Beans (Isla Fisher) to keep Dirt from 
becoming a ghost town due to the drought. This 
proves difficult as a sneaky mole (Harry Dean 
Stanton) and gun-slinging outlaw Rattlesnake 
Jake (Bill Nighy) create havoc for the clan. 
From Rango's post-modern monologue on 
plot to the pop-culture and Clint Eastwood referenc­
es, this movie has it all. Clearly, this film was geared 
to attract children visually and adults intellectually. This 
is typically what animated films strive for, but it focuses too 
heavily on the parents. 
Metaphors, symbols and allusions become overbearing and un 
natural. Rather than being intertwined with the plot, these devices force distract­
ing breaks in action and cause drag. On the other hand, key moments seem rushed at 
times. Depp's character is going through an identity crisis, but unfortunately, some-
Radiohead - The King of Limbs 
The unconventional approach to music 
By Charlie Wirth 
Radiohead turns heads with their music, but they also know how to 
turn heads with their antics. On Valentines Day, 2011, Radiohead announced 
they will release their 8th full studio album the following Saturday, giving lis­
teners close to just five days to salivate in cramped anticipation. 
Not only do they give a very sudden aimouncement, they also dub 
The King of Limbs the first "newspaper" album. The only way to get a physi­
cal copy of the Jilbum is to order it from Radiohead's website, and have it 
delivered. This could be Radiohead giving some love to the debacle between 
physical newspapers and the internet, which is a similar movement happen­
ing to the music industry and file-sharing. The band took a similar route and 
chose to do things differently for their previous album, In Rainbows, giving 
listeners the option to name their own price. 
What about the music? Lets just say, like the release, the music is just 
as unorthodox. 
The King of Limbs is more comparative to Kid A than any of their oth­
er albums. Guitar has taken a back seat, so listeners who are hoping for a re­
vival of the grunge-oriented days might be disappointed. Instead, the album is 
truly a unique experience. It is brief, but meticulously so. It almost sounds like 
a miraculous jam session where everything pieced together perfectly. Much of 
the sound seems experimental, combining elements such as spastic rhythms 
and ghostly vocals. 
I enjoy the last half of the album much more than the first. "Codex" 
is a gorgeous piano driven song. Following that is a splendid "Give Up The 
Ghost" tune that is entranced with falsetto-wing-tipped vocals and acoustic 
guitar. The single "Lotus Flower" is a solid track as well, and if you want to 
see how frontman Thom Yorke really feels about the song, just Youtube the 
music video, and brace yourself. 
Any avid Radiohead fan will find that this is just another reason why 
it is exciting to be a listener. To those who have never given them a chance, just 
realize these guys are true expressionists, and they are on their own schedule. 
For those who aren't fed by this outing, rumor has it that this isn't the only 
album Radiohead has planned for this year. 
times the movie itself seems to share this problem. 
Definitely an original film, both stylistically and visually, that will have suc­
cess on the silver screen. Despite its flaws, it has its moments of humor. 
If you can stick with it, Rango is very entertaining. The problem is 
you have to work to remain interested. 
Theaters will be filled with children and any distractions 
will make it even more difficult to enjoy. It is worth see­
ing, but only catch the weekday matinee showing as 
there is no need to Fandango Rango. 
Animation of Rango 
Visually, there is no animated film like it. In a 
feature clip, Depp described the process of creating 
the movie as "emotion capture" rather than "mo­
tion capture." 
The animated performances in the movie are trans­
lations of the actors' real-life performances. So in­
stead of sitting in a recording studio with one person 
at a time, the entire cast was filmed acting out each 
scene together like a performing play. "Things become 
more authentic when everyone's working together," said 
Verbinski. 
The "play recordings" were sent to animators who trans­
lated each human expression, motion, and emotion onto the cor­
responding animated critter. Therefore, each character is unique and re­
sembles the mannerisms of their voice actor. 
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Thr^ugh'Conference Play 
iWnmfiti''; Basketball ei^ ctations remamnigh fifr next season " ?£ 
By Aaron Krason 
The players on this year's basketball team knew they were primed for a suc­
cessful season. They returned several key players from their 2009-2010 conference 
championship squad. Before the season started, the team was voted 3rd in the pre­
season coaches' poll. Opposing teams around the league knew that they were going 
to have to bring their "A" game in order to compete with this team. The girls started 
the season knowing they were going to have to live up to the lofty expectations that 
they had placed on themselves. In order to win in the highly competitive NSIC, they 
were going to have to limit mistJikes and play to their frill potential 
The 2011 season had a relatively rocky start for the Golden Bears. The team 
dropped their first four games, which included all three of their non-conference con­
tests. At the beginning of January, they were sitting at 3-9 (3-6 conference) record. 
Photo courtesy Concordia Athletics 
Senior guard Maurika Hickman, named to this year's Daktronics All-Region 
team, splits the triple team. 
They were buried in the middle of conference standings and were at risk of not mak­
ing the conference tournament. At this juncture in the season, the players faced two 
choices: they could pack it in and go down as one of the more disappointing teams 
in CU's history, or claw their way back up the standings and play the way we knew 
they could play. The team chose the latter of the two options. They learned from 
their losses and rattled off an impressive thirteen game winning streak. 
During this streak, they had several impressive wins, which included two 
victories against Minnesota State, a thirty point drubbing of Duluth, and a con­
test against Mary where they put up over one hundred points. Their most notable 
win was their victory against 6th ranked Wayne State. In that contest, senior guard 
Jineen Williams posted twenty two points and collected an astonishing twelve re­
bounds. Sophomore forward Tori Lythjohan stated that they viewed Wayne as 
a "statement game." She went on to say that this decisive victory was her teams 
"proudest moment and severed as a catalyst for the rest of the season." The team 
rode the momentum from this gdiiae all the way up to the conference champion­
ship, where Winona state escaped the Gangelhoff Center with a two point victory. 
Their seeding in conference play automatically qualified them to play in the regional 
tournament. This tournament berth magnified their ability to overcome their early 
season adversity. 
Five players on the team obtained either All-Conference or All-Region rec­
ognition. Senior guard Maurika Hickman was the only player to be named to this 
year's Daktronics All-Region team. She led the team in scoring and received All-
Conference honors for her efforts. Joining Maurika on the All-Conference list was 
fellow senior guard Jineen Williams. Senior Zoraa Quoie, who was a force on the 
defensive side of the court, was named the conference's Defensive Player of the Year. 
She also was named to the All Conference Second Team. Two freshmen, Rachel 
Hansen and Jodi Batzel were named to the All-Freshmen team. These two freshmen 
were key components to this year's success. 
The Golden Bears will have to overcome the loss of four key seniors. This 
talented group of players brought a level of intensity and leadership that will be hard 
to replace. When asked about the loss of the seniors, Lythjohan stated that, "They 
will miss their presence both on and off the court." The team will rely on returners 
like Hansen and Batzel to fill the void left by these players. Look for the 2011-12 
team to build off of this year's success. 
Men's Basketball Season Review Golden Bears see highs, lows throughout year 
By Sam Campbell 
The Concordia men's basketball team had an exciting ride throughout the 
2010-11 campaign. As the Golden Bears started the season, some questions were 
raised Jifter the teams disappoMting loss to Division III St. Thomas. The early sea­
son loss was forgotten as the year continued and the Bears made up for in a big way. 
Two of the most exciting wins for the Bears this season came against nation­
ally ranked opponents. What made these victories even sweeter was the fact that 
they were against Concordia's huge rivals—^Winona State and Miimesota State. 
As the year was winding down, the Golden Bears were in need of some big 
victories to help them build momentum for the post season. Peter Olafeso scored 
two of his 19 points with 0.4 seconds left in the game to defeat #24 Winona State on 
the road in front of 3,798 Warrior faithftil. 
Nearly a month later, the Golden Bears gained another huge road victory 
over ninth ranked Minnesota State-Mankato. Junior Brent Barz's 26 point effort 
helped propel Concordia to their first win in Mankato in the eight times they have 
visited the Mavericks. 
Unfortunately for the Bears, these upset wins, which brought optimism for 
the post season, were quickly forgotten as Winona State knocked off Concordia in 
the first round of the NSIC tournament 86-72. 
As Concordia fans look to the future, they will notice that it is looking pretty 
bright for the Golden Bears in the 2012 season. Peter Olafeso, who was named 
NSIC Newcomer of the Year, returns for his senior season. His twin brother Kenny 
who averaged 12 points a game also returns along with Bret Barz and Isaiah Thom­
as—^key players for the Bears this season. When the Gangelhoff Center is ready to 
see basketball in 2012, the Golden Bears, too, will be ready. 
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Sebson Wraps Up Golden Bears finish season strong 
By T.G. Schoenberg 
Coming into the 2010-2011 indoor track season, Concordia's squad was 
unsure of what to expect. After all, the new season brought with it several new faces, 
many of whom were incoming freshman. During the off-
season, they put in months of hard work to prepare, and on / i i 
February 25th at the Conference Meet in Bemidji, they Over the COUrSG Of the tWO-OOy 
put that hard work to the test. ± i o I J 
The first day of the meet showed great prom- evef l t f  I  O perSOnOl reCOfCfS Wer© 
i»e for the Golden Bea«. The men's team finished , . GoWen BeOrS, including 
With SIX pomts for the day, puttmg them m eighth ' 
place. On the women's side, Concordia managed 
two points, which was good enough for ninth 
place in the standings. Diahn Zeon, Esther Jan­
drich, and Kaysee Nesmoe all scored points 
for the Golden Bears on the day: Zeon placed 
day was Jordan Johnson, who captured the NSIC title in the 400 meter dash with 
a time of 49.48 seconds. Dominique Gilmer also had an exceptional day, finishing 
second to the 200 meter race (22.09 seconds) and 
third in the 400 meter race (49.81 seconds). The 
men's 4x400m relay team, consisting of members 
Jimmy Mireri, Dylan Enderlain, Gilmer, and John­
son, placed second with a finishing time of 3:21.40. 
Over the course of the two-day event, 18 personal 
sophomore Nate Thienes' school 
record shot  put  of  51-7114" 
third in the long jump with a distance of 7.06 meters, Jandrich took eighth in the 
pole vault with a height of 3.2 meters, while Nesmoe finished eighth in the women's 
shot, throwing for 13.30 meters. In addition, Brittany Dohmen, Domonique Gilmer, 
and Jordan Johnson all qualified for their respective 400 meter races on day two of 
the meet. Gilmer also qualified for the 200 meter race. 
The second day of the meet was even more impressive. Highlighting the 
records were set by the Golden Bears, including sopho­
more Nate Thienes' school record shot put of 51-71/4. 
The throw was good enough for a fifth place finish. Overall, 
the men's team placed 7th in the NSIC, while the women's 
team captured 11th place. 
The Golden Bears will now look ahead to the outdoor sea­
son to continue their success. Coach Jarred Sampson shared his feelings, "We want 
to continue our progress from the indoor season." Senior Robert Spence shared 
his thoughts on the upcoming outdoor season; "I think in the outdoor season, once 
everyone is healthy, we will be one of the top teams in the conference; and a force to 
be reckoned with, ya dig?" We dig, Robert. We dig. 
Awards Continue to Pile Up for Lippincott Junior baseball player eorns 
pre-season All American 
By Sam Campbell 
Bryan Lippincott has been gived to some prestigious awards, and he hasn't even seen a pitch 
in 2011. The junior from Des Moines, Iowa was named a pre-season All-American by the Collegiate 
Baseball Newspaper. After batting .410 and tying the school record for hits with 85, Lippincott 
started to turn some heads in the baseball world. 
Lippincott gained another pre-season accolade a month after being name an All-American. 
The Tino Martinez Award Watch List, given to the Division II Player of the Year, came out in Feb­
ruary with Lippincott's name on it. It is the second time in as many years that a Concordia player 
was on the list. Brenden Furrow was named to the 2010 watch list. 
Lippincott's 2010 numbers can attest to the selection, such as his 10 homeruns, 18 doubles, 
five triples, and 17 steals. But that's all he sees them as—2010 numbers. "To be really honest I was 
happy, but it didn't really mean much to me as far as this season because it's an award based on my 
numbers from last year. Last year is gone and everyone is focused on winning this year." 
Goals can help drive any great athlete. When it comes to his goals, Lippincott isn't letting 
his awards go to his head. "Our team hasn't made the conference or region tournament since I've 
been here. The senior class this year are the last ones left that made it in 2008, and I would love to get 
back to both of the tournaments." To help achieve his team's goals he will be moving from shortstop 
to third base. The switch comes as no surprise to a team dedicated to playing better defense. "As a 
team we've been working really hard to improve our defense this year. It's not a secret that it prob­
ably cost us some games last year, so everyone is buying into our new system." 
As the start of the 2011 draws near, two things are for certain: Bryan Lippincott is focused 
and ready for help his team win was many games as possible, and he's really, really good. 
The Bears start their season in Florida over spring break. The team will have to get things rolling 
early if they wish to make the conference and regional tournaments. 
The Bears dropped their first three games in their trip to Florida but finished the trip on a 
four game winning streak. This steak earned them a top ten spot in the NCBWA NCAA Division 
II Central Region Pol. CU managed to knock in 40 runs against Minn. Crookston and only allowed 
them to score three (for pity). Hopefiilly the Bears can build on this momentum as the snow melts and 
conference play begins. 
Photo Courtesy of Concordia University Athletics 
Bf-yan Lippincott has been named pre-season All-American, put on the 
watch list for Division II Player of the Year. 
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Beors' offense scores at least 7 in 
four game winning streak 
By William Lange 
The Golden Bear softball team has started their 
lengthy season. After losing their first two games, the Bears 
got their bats going and won four in a row. The Golden 
Bears will head to Florida for a fourteen game road trip. 
This year's team has a few new faces, who have become key 
players in the lineup. I had the chance to ask Brynn Larson 
(one of CU's newest softball players) a few questions. 
Q. What are the expectations for the team this year? 
A. I would have to say, my expectations for the team this 
year would be to "be in every game." I have my own per­
sonal goals, but my ultimate goal is to be a great teammate, 
contribute to every game, do my job, and be a leader. 
Q. What are you looking forward to about the upcoming 
trip to FL? 
A. Well, I have never been to Florida so I am extremely ex­
cited about the trip. I have also never played 14 games in 8 
days, so I am excited to just play softball for a week and not 
have to worry about anything else! I think of it as a vaca­
tion to play the game I love. I know the team is looking for­
ward to playing on a dirt field and in warm weather! There 
is nothing better than trading a week of fi-eezing cold for a 
week in paradise! 
Q. How is it adjusting to a new team? 
A. I was a little worried at first because trying to fit into a 
new team and getting along wi^ girls is not the easiest thing 
to do. The coaching staff here made me feel right at home. 
My teammates are also very outgoing and excepting to me 
the very first day. It was hard at first being on the outside, 
but it didn't take long because I could call the softball team 
my family. 
Q. What's your favorite part about softball? 
A. I haven't really had a chance yet to mzike a lot of memo­
ries but my favorite part so far was playing in the dome in 
Rochester going 4-2. Finally getting to play was a lot of fun. 
But my favorite peirts would have to be definitely hitting, div­
ing for a line drive, and the road trips in the big white vans! 
The Bears continued their hot streeik in sunny Florida. Lead 
by great pitching the CU softbfdl team managed to go un­
defeated in Florida, winning all 11 games, impro-ving their 
season record to 14-4. 
Swinging Into Spring 
Men and womens's golf teams open spring season in CA 
By C. Cody Wilcoxson 
The Concordia University men's and wom­
en's golf teams have been hard at work prepeiring for 
their spring season. Both teams teed off 2011 over 
spring break in Palm Desert, Calif For several mem­
bers of the men's team this was familiar territory, as 
they competed in last year's NCAA regional in Palm 
Desert, Calif 
Senior Nick Jarrett led the Golden Bears 
in California winning the spring break tournament, 
and leading the team to ================= 
^rtor^'^f ^2^^"^ really think we can give [Minnesota 
nior Jeremy Tetrault State] Mankato and St, Cloud [State] a finishing team 
place. Augustana (S.D.) has a pretty sizable lead. 
They are very strong so it will be hard to over­
come that. I know the ladies will not give up 
though and play their best at the championships. 
When it's all said and done, our goal is to make it 
to the regional and national championships." 
The drive to regional's started with March 
9th in Palm Desert, Calif for the girls. They had an 
extremely solid showing placing third in the eight 
============ team field. 
They were 
the highest 
finished second, 
and sophomore 
John Potter fin- , • i •# 
ished third as *>6 surpriseo IT we won a tournament 
C o n c o r d i a  
swept the . 
medal honors. 
/  I  #  * 1 1  I f .  N S I C  run for the conference title. I wouldn't universities that 
competed in the 
tournament. Fresh­
man Monica Enderlin 
was the surprise of the 
tournament as she posted 
or two this spring." 
As a team they won by 13 strokes over second place 
Northwood (Mich.) University. The Golden Bears 
were outstanding as they had five golfers in the top-8, 
'and no player finished lower than 16th place in the 
field. 
Jarrett, after winning the tournament, also 
took home NSIC Male Golfer of the Week honors 
for the week of March 14th. This is the second con­
secutive year that Jarrett has won the award for win­
ning a tournament over spring break, he did so a year 
ago for his performance in Arizona. 
Head coach Matt Higgins is excited for the 
men to get into the spring season saying, "We are in 
good position. Currently we are in third place (in 
the NSIC). Last year we were next to last and ended 
up finishing third or fourth. I think if we can play 
as well this spring, it should make things interesting. 
Over the past few years our men's team has a history 
of playing some of their best golf of the year in the 
spring." 
In 2010, the men played their way into their 
first NCAA regional appearance in school history. 
With solid play in the spring they can make a return 
trip to the tournament. Higgins is keeping his expec­
tations high saying, "I really think we can give [Min­
nesota State] Mankato and St. Cloud [State] a run 
for the conference title. I surpriselWw^ 
won a tournament 
men are really mo 
have a great spring 
gional bid would be 
The women's 
the regional tournamen 
'o this spring. I know the 
and 1 expect that we will 
in AnythH^4ess than a re-
jpointingjl...,^. 
has a similar spring goal, 
;iiiors Molly Noser and 
Kaytie Spangler led the tea^ ^ fall, anUcoach Hig­
gins will depend on his uppeffifasman even more 
this spring. After having a succcssful fall Higgms 
discussed 2011 saying, "Currently we are m second 
a team best 80-82 for a 162 and a share of seventh 
place. In the end the Golden Bears would have 
four golfers among the top-13 finishers in a field 
of 52 girls. 
Last year, the Lady Bears got a major 
boost in the conference tournament by a pair of 
fi-eshman, Laura Petterson and Taylor Auman. 
Those two are now sophomores, and will be keys 
to the success of the team this spring. As always, 
expectations around the women's program are 
high. Higgins elaborated on the expectations say­
ing, "Tee women gained a lot of confidence head­
ing into the winter break after finishing the first 
half of our championships in second place. We 
also played pretty well at Hillcrest Country Club, 
which is where we will be hosting our regional. 
Last year we just missed going to nationals, sc^j 
know the expectations are high. I keep rerq^H 
ing them that we need to take this one w^Hpi 
Higgins closed his statementsj|HPaiis, 
"We are senior hea-vy on both squa^^^really 
think having the experience wi^Mp us this 
spring. Both teams have experieaHPSiampion-
ship golf now, so I know that t]ffl||H ready to get 
back. We've had really goa^rMpces so far." 
-'-'««JTie Golden 6ej|H|||Bs return home 
from Califorh^t^U|g||HBpr :he NSIC Spring 
Championship to delli||B|^ champi­
ons and regional invites. iSe men play the NSIC 
Championships, which l^ppens to be their first 
in-state touriiafflent, .^ril 8-10th in Lake City, 
Minn. The girl's doi^ get to play in Minnesota 
until the Mankatp^nvitational, on April 16-17 
also in Lake^^^Jily,'Minn. That will be their final 
tune-up, btffOTe their NSIC Championships on 
April 22-23 in Brandon, S.D. 
i 
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Dear Internet: Stop Being So Creepy Targeted ads unearth deepest desires 
By Chloe Taipale 
Like most people, I'd like to believe that my intemet searches are relatively private. 
I have a lot of embarrassing problems that I can talk about with no one, save for the army 
of 12-year-olcl doctors and therapists on Vahoo! Answers and the faceless, severe grandma of 
WebMD. A laptop makes me feel secure—as I'm reading up on rash treatments or WikiHow ar­
ticles on making friends, I can always swivel around and hide my screen from view. I can close the 
computer at a moment's notice, should a peer glide into view just as I'm investigating "HOW TO 
GET HIM TO LIKE Ul!!" on ChaCha. I can clear my history and instantly become a normal young 
adult once again, someone not plagued by thoughts of hideous yellow teeth or social ineptitude. 
Or so I thought. The intemet is becoming ever sneakier. Over the last couple years, there's 
been an explosion in the business of "targeted advertisements," ads that use ninja mind-reading 
technology to rifle through your search history, Facebook interests, and (apparently) confidential 
medical files to fine-tune their outreach efforts and trick you out of your hard-earned lawnmow-
ing allowance. 
My day begins like most citizens' my age: I slowly emerge into consciousness and, eyes still 
adjusting to the daylight, log onto Facebook. Things start out normally: I read through the recent 
updates on the homepage, stopping briefly to "like" someone's "JIMMV JUST BROKE UP W/ ME!!!! 
MV WORLD IS CAVING IN" status or creep on an attractive stranger. I click on my notifications, 
which leads me to my profile, where, next to the latest "No Chloe, I can't hang out this weekend" 
comment, I observe the column of ads on the right-hand side = 
of my page. 
"Overweight at 20?" 
"Adult footie pajamas!" 
"Want a black boyfriend?" 
"Pole-dancing classes!" 
The more I read, the weirder it gets. I run to 
my friends' profiles in a vain escape attempt, but the 
ads follow. 
"Fix Female Hair Loss!" — 
"Effective acne treatment!" 
"Slenderizing body shapers!" 
It's all too much. Am I that transparent? 
Fed up with Facebook's taunting, I decide to check my Concordia email. After wading 
slowly through the late-assignment notices and "please stop emailing my personal address" notes 
from professors, I glance at the news ticker running atop my inbox. 
"Tips for Coping When Vou're Alone on Valentine's Day." 
"Easy 1 Person Recipes!" 
"Delicious chocolates!" 
I furrow my brow, distinctly depressed at this point. 
It's time to check VouTube, my default cheer-up site. Nothing can get me down when I'm 
watching VouTube. As I settle on a video to watch, things already seem brighter. I am soothed by 
the therapeutic effects of music, the gentle melodies washing away my every worry and insecu­
rity. Until, of course, I get a pop-up. Right in the middle of "My Neck, My Back," I am once again 
confronted. 
"#1 Trick to a Flat Belly!" 
"Sex Offender Registry!" 
"Rid Vourself of Embarrassing Facial Hair!" 
Wherever I go, they follow me. More acne medications. More shapewear. 
Lately, one specific advertisement has been following me ceaselessly. From Facebook, 
to VouTube, to Dlisted, to HotOrNot, it is there. It is an ad for Dermablend 
Professional cosmetics, featuring a fresh-faced ebony goddess smiling over 
an offer for 20% off my order of $35 or more. These ads materialized out 
of nowhere; I had never heard of the product before, but the next thing I 
knew, I was being constantly pursued. It's like when you're in class after an 
all-nighter, and you find yourself fading in and out of consciousness as the 
professor is explaining an important assignment worth 85% of your grade. 
Vou gaze off into the distarKe, perhaps picking your nose absentmindedly 
or yawning and contorting SK>ur face into a revolting silent howl, figuring 
that no one is paying attention to you. Just as your spine aacks and a line 
of drool escapes from the comer of your mouth, your eyes suddenly focus 
and you're aware of your classmate watching you, ey^^harp with disgust. 
Now, all through class, they watch you, unable to forget the horrors they just 
witnessed. I hate those people, and I began to hate these ads. 
Nevertheless, I was getting curiouser and curiouser. The ads were 
appearing on literally every website I visited, leading me to believe that it 
was a product I would find especially satisfying or beneficial. Dermablend, 
I thought. Maybe they make really pretty eyeshadows, or manufacture a 
mascara that can do something about these toddler eyelashes. I decided 
= that there was no harm in checking it out. I 
aill materialised out off visited the website, credit card within reach. 
just in case. 
nowhere; I had never heard off Does Dermablend make blush palettes 
- - i_ fc •.-M WmmA &I.A glitter? No. Dermablend is a line of 
f ne proauci netore, nuf ine nem foundation and concealer made especially for peo-
^lllug I hneW/ I wa$ bein^ con* vitiligo, bums, acute acne scarring, or other 
^ moderate to severe facial disfigurements. On the cus-
$tantiy purfuea* tomer testimonial page, you're able to view before and 
=============^^^^^==== after pictures of various Michael Jacksons and Elephant 
Men, miraculously transformed from subhuman creatures to sublime beau­
ties, finally free of their hideous deformities. Not cool, intemet Not cool. 
How do they know? I've Googled lots of strange things, but I've 
never searched for anything featured in these upsetting ads (except maybe 
that facial hair one). How do they know that I'm so paunchy? How do they 
know I have such a lifeless complexion? How do they know I spent my Val­
entine's Day watching Eraserhead in my dank bedroom, hissing at prancing 
schoolchildren that passed by my open window? It's not even limited to the 
intemet—ever since October, when I crashed my car while being distracted 
by a Justin Bieber song, I've been getting mail from various chiropractors 
around the Cities, offering me free massages and sympathy for my back 
injuries. 
I had had enough. I couldn't do anything about my Google search­
es becoming fodder for heartless corporations eager to capitalize on my ath­
lete's foot or interest in delicious chocolates, but I could confront Facebook. 
My privacy settings were going to be airtight. I was going to show them. I 
angrily pulled up the homepage, but stopped short on my way to my ac­
count information. A lone advertisement, delicately placed in my line of vi­
sion. "Find Out Who's Spying on Vou!" My eyes narrowed in intrigue. Finally, 
something I could use. 
Studying Abroad Adventures Concordia's own explores Greece 
By Chloe Weinberg 
I have officially beBn in Greece for II days, and it already feels like it's been a month. The travel time to get 
here took approximately 20 hours and was surprisingly uneventful, the plane food was edible and my last flight even 
offered chocolate mousse as a dessert. Upon my arrival in Athens, I met up with two other girls from my program 
to share a cab to the hostel where we found four more students. We went out to dinner with two of the teachers 
and all of the students who had arrived. The traditional Greek restaurant brought us endless homemade wine and 12 
main dishes to share-1 had very little to complain about. Since there is a 9-hour time difference. I spent the next 20 
hours sleeping on the top bunk of my hostel bed. 
Two days later, all of the students boarded the 4-hour ferry to the Island of Paros, our home for the next 
three months. The days following my arrival in the student apartments were filled with SBttling in, exploring, and 
scouring the town for delicious and affordable restaurants. The first few days were shockingly cold, and many of the 
students, including myself, were forced to purchase winter coats. It even snowed here this week! 
The best part so far has been the first week of classes. I never thought I would say this, but I am wildly 
excited about each of the five classes I am taking this semester. Every one of my teachers seems to be an expert 
in their fl&td, and has spent their life devoted to the suWect they are now teaching us students. The class sizes are 
very small, even more so than Concordia, which allows us to get to know the teacher as 
well as the subject much faster. Many of my classes will be held in the coffee shop next to 
the school where we wiH discuss the subject while sipping a cappuccino. 
At this point I can proudly say that I have experienced little, to no homesickness 
and culture shock. All of the students here are excited to be living in such a beautiful coun­
try while furthering their artistic experience in whatever way that may be. The weather has 
cleared up and today some friends and I found a little cove on the water where we sat and 
watched the crystal clear turquoise water lap over the rocks. I have actually never seen 
anything in the natural world that is as blue as the water here. With the mountains behind 
our apartments and the ocean in front, I couldn't ask for a more scenic place to be studying! 
We, as a group, are constantly turning to one another asking ourselves if this is 
real, and I cannot count the amount of stories I have heard about people coming here for 
vacation and ending up staymg for years at a time. The sea is minutes from where we sleep, 
and the scent of salt water is a amrfial in itself- there is little ta compiain abimt. 
